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ba enpactec rom a well-cagcerted Union: — 
doch theſe Views are necellary ta make us compre”) == 
bend ham much.vre owe; fußt co the Divine Prodi. 
vrrument under which we live, for givin 
Occaſion; of publick Rejoiciag, and co 
derer g Gr Call of Bad, in che / per 
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While She applauds the Vigour and Courage of 

c of, the Tribes in the defence of their. com- 

mon Liberty, ſhe = ' . to take e gt 4 

e e ths Seaca of hone 
at ma 


it ſions, t 


pos d by. tho 


4 


; eſe coped for the, — heck 10 leſs ca- 


pable of f ſervin Fs 
er. 14, Ephraim was there a 
5. 


after thee Benjamin among 25 1 I of Machir 


d, fu of 


Nu N Ama ek, 


came down Governors, and out o Tebuluim they 
bundle vhe Gen of the witer: Aud the Princls of fa 
char were! with Deborah, eben Wiachar, und aH B 
rak, he was ſent on ie the "alley: Sbe adds, 


For the Diviſions of Ræuben there were 'gredt thoughts of 


fer. 16. 


the Bleatings of the Fl; fo the Div; 


parded their Lives uuto the Death.” - 


Meart :''Why-abodeft 'thas' nving the See, (0: heir 
of Rev" 


of - Heart. Gilead 


ben tbere were great 8 earchings 


. abode beyond Jordan, and why did Dan remuin in Shi? 
re, and abdde in bis Bret” 


Ader bent on the Seas 
ches. Tebulun and Naphtali dere 4 


People that! 

Tho theſe el. 
nites were not the only Tribe that were findet d by 
their Diviſions from an equal ſhare Both in the 
Ser vice and Honour of that Glorious Day, cele- 
brated in this triumphant Song; yet theit Negli- 


gence and Coldneſs in the cauſe of Liberty, con- 


ſidering the Advantages they were under; are par- 
ener remark d by _ 3 Not that all 


the 


ne Elends, m 
the Hraelites on the other fide Jordan were negligent 
of the common Saſety, for out of Machir came down 
Governors y that is, from among the Manaſfirts, who 
inhabited Gilead, cand:forme the Heads of fami- 
1ys,/ arid join ' d their Troops to choſe of the other 
Tribes. Nor were all on this ſide Jordun ſo well 
affected to the Government of Deborah, and to the 
Glorious Oauſe in which ſhe was ingag d, as to aſſiſt 
her, on this Emergency, with a Teal becoming 
the occaſion; for which ſhe: mildly reproves them, 
when ſhe complaias; Why did Dan Kw Ships? 
Aſter &ntinwd on the iSea-ſhore, c. 
BZut theſe ſupine or diſaffected Naser laſt men- 
Sanetta if ſome e par of - Canaan, ſeem 
not ſo fomidable either ſor their Number or 
Power as'thoſe beyond Jordan; and therefore this, WW 
wiſe Princeſs reflects on their Diviſions with a re- 
peated Emphaſis, as: that which had extremely af- I! 
ſected both Her and thoſe J/raelites who had heartily 
join'd in the Expedition againſt King Jabin: For 11 
the Diviſions 5 Reuben (ys en ow were $a | 
ny — 71974 en _— 
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1. uber were thee Divikk ons * i 
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be What is fi gnify'd by the great W 5 | 
Heart concerning em. | I. What 1. 
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| themſelves,. 


1 4 Thankſgiving Son n 
„ig e e e eee ati! n reli S0 | 
kek 9 — Tribe were ſo dixided: as 
by che difference. of heir Opi- 
pions concerning» the preſent Junctute of 
that they cou'd come to no fix d Reſolution of fal- 
lng into thoſe; good meaſures. that were talen: by 
the greateſt part of the, A ribes. fon the rerovety of 
their Liberty, and ſor their future ſeaurity from 


nd Oppreſſion: That tho — 4 


Tyranny. a 
Zeal equal to that of the other Tribes for 
ral Intereſt of Iſrael, in which their on Vale 5 
was involy'd; yet their inteſtine Animoſitys. and 
Diſputes: made un anos of che common 
Danger, and depriy dem of an nicy of 
ſignalizing their Valour, equally wich their Bret 
 thren, againſt the Great Enemy of theit Country. 
Orhers think the Diviſions. of. Reuben, in the 
Text, ſignify, That this Tribe, tho united a 
themfelvas, yer was. making a ſeparate — | 
from the reſt; and that this, unhappy Diviſion pre- 
vented em from ſending their Quata. of Auxiliaty. 5 
Troops againſt the Canaanitiſh King, on the occa- 


ſion of that Glorious Expedition of Pehurah and Ba- 


rak, which this Song commemorates. 


Neither of theſe Interpretations is n 
and 1. ſee no reaſon why they may not very well 
no ragether: : That n e in ſome ſort di- 

vided 


Aﬀauns; © 


| | the Tribes 60 males a 


omen 1 aas. 
vided in their Semimems and Conduct from the 
= of che Tribes, 'appears by the Complaint the 
ſs makes of their 'obidng ir Shepſalds; wen 
2 ſhow'd have been in their Tens; aud of 
their contenting chemſelves to bear the Bleuting of 
_ their Hlocks, Wer-, neee che 
Call of the Trumpet. - 
_ "they were divided 
cafion, ſince Tis hard to imagine chat any 
Adenſtanding ſhou'd\ {o-far 
and warlike Tribe 
make em all intirely 
tereſt; and that they 


Miſun- 
prejudice that numerous 


negligent of their oven In- 
ſhou d carry 


rather to expole themſelves to the ut 
than to ſhare the Honour and Advan- 
Victory over the common Enemy. Tis 
10 be doubted; that a great number of the 


were in 2s good a Diſpoſic 
aign with Deborab and 


Batak; in the defetice of 7 
Unanimiry, and the Feuds and Animoſirys that may 
jor! = um to have happen d among em on this 

oou d not be ſo ace e extinguiſh d, as to 
— into a 8 any conſiderable 


| EY 


| the beer can't eaſily * determin'd ; whe- 


ther 


againſt their Brethren, as xo 


ion as the reſt of 
but their want of 5 


What was the * AION Diana 


And tis hot unlikely chat e 
themſelves on this oc- | 


all their Reſem- Wy 1 
(whatever Offence they had tiken) 


cher they: were nüt ſo-early: eee and their 
Aid ſo particulatly im d in this War as 1 
expected) as leems ptobable in that the Trepe uf 
Naphtali and Zebalum — aſſembled, and that 
this occaſion'd a murmuring among them, like that 
_— afterwards: happen d among * — | 
S againſt Gideon. » Why Haft thou. ferydius i it{ay they) 

| bars 1 thou didſt not cail us hen thou wenteſt to 2 
the Midianites ? and, as the Holy Text adds, they 
chid him ſhurpiy: And as they aſterwatdg chnteudeu 
| «with Jepbtha, on a lilie oceaſioii; In- 
: „ Wherefore didſt thou Paſs over to fight as 


b- 


1 


a 3 Children of Ammon, rae TS with | 
thee? me will burn thy: Frey wrhich 
| Controverſy role: io eee en e 
decided e Battel: Or whether: they ſup- 
pos 'd the Entetpriae of Drboruh in raking War 
with Jabin was too hauhrdbus an Uùdertałi 
| and if it ſhou'd/-prove: unſureeſeful; likely to 
I creaſe their Miſery; a the Men rofoSucodthZ with 
yet greater EO reſu d to furniſi Ni- 
viſion for ihe Tiobps of Gident, when in 
ſuit of the Midianites, leſt; theſe ſhoud-rally;again, 
and the Courſe. of Victory ſhouid tutn q asi:ſeems 
plain from cheir 1 Are the Hani Zea 
and Zalmunna ( 4. e, the Kings of »Midian Yonow - 
in thy. hands, that we'-ſhou'd' Give * thy Amy 2 
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Whether (I ſay)” they were uneaſy on either of , 
theſe Accounts I all not determine. Tig not im- 
probable the Tribe of Reuben thought That Def. 
rence and Neſpect was not given em which belong d 
to the eldeſt Tribe; and (how well ſoever * | 
were ſatisfy'd at ptefent with the unexceptionable 
Govertimentof Deborah, yet) were apprebenſive they 
might be leſs eaſy under a future Governor, and 
therefore were reſolv d, upon her Demiſe, to ſet up 
One of their own chuſing; and already began to 
ſhew a Diffidence of their Brethren, not caring to 
be concern'd with them in any publick Aﬀairs. And 
perhaps their Situation on the other ſide the River 
pave riſe to ſome Differences about Trade and 
Commerce, which making their Intereſt oſten in- 
terfere with that of the other Tribes, provd a 
hindrance to their familiar Converſation; and ſo 
their want of a good Correſpondence might re- 
vive that Jealouſy in their Minds which they for- 
merly conceivd, when they, with the Gadites and 
part of the Tribe of Manaſſeb, return d to their 
Poſſeſſions, aſter the Conqueſt of Canaan, and the 
Settlement of the reſt of the Tribes in that Country ; 
and which made them fear they ſhou'd be treated 
not oaly as if they were a diſtin Nation, but as 
if they profeſsd a different Religion; to prevent 
which they erected an Altar on the Borders of (a- 
naan, as a ſtanding Teſtimony that they were true 
 Tfraelites, as they declare to the reſt of the Tribes, 
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A Thankſerving| Sermon for: * 


| 
* 1 they took umbrage at that eee OY 
| Joſh. 22. time to come (ſay they) your Children might [peak nnto bar 
2 &c Children, ſaying, What have you to do oh the Lend God of 
| Iſrael ? for the Lord bath made Jordan a Border between. ws 
and you ; ye Children of Reuben, and Children of Gad, Je 
bave no part in the Lord e ſo ſhall your Children make our 
Children ceaſe from fearing the Lord. Therefore we. Jaid, 
Let us now prepare to build us an Altar, not for Burnt- 
_ Offering, nor for Sacrifice, but that it may be a Witneſs 
between us and yon, and our Generations after us, that we 
might do the Service of the Lord before him with our Barnt- 
Offerings, and with our Sacrifices, . and with our Peace 
Offerings 3 that your Children may not ſay to our Children 
in time to come, je have no part in the Lord. Tis not un- 
Ukely, I ſay, that there was a Reviyal of this former 
lealouſy in the Reubenites, and that they thougbt the 
Tribes on the other hide Jordan ſcarce look d on em 
as true Iſraelites, but as a Nation divided from em 
| by their Intereſt and Opinions, as welt as. Situa- 
tion; and were uncaſy that a Prophete(s of. Mount 5 
＋ Ephraim ſhou'd govern em, finee this made e em 
{ with tegret remember the Tranſlation of the Bitth- 
right from them to the Sons of Joſeph. (as the Go- 
vernment was afterwards transfer d to Judah) for 
thus the words. of Jacob to Reuben, Gen. 49. 4, that 
be ſhou'd not excel, are explain d 1 Chrun. J. 1, 2. 
For He (i. e. Ne was the Firſt born but foraſ- | 
much as he defild his Father's Bed, his Birhright was: fie 


vor te the Sons of. Joſeph, the Son 1 Iſrael ; and * 
5 5 9 0 | 


—— — — 2 
2 PR 


Gmnedogyi it not to be reckon'd after the Birtbright :/ 1 
Judah prevaifd above bis Brethren, and of Him _ 5 
the chief Ruler, but the 'Birthright was Joſeph's It 
cant bs thought this cou'd be eaſily og Jo 
chereforethey might conclude twou d be moſt ex- 
pedient to Ale ber: antient Sovereignty over the 
other Tribes, ot at leaſt declare themſel ves intitelß 
independent on em. But after all, whether this, 
ot ĩny other of the things above · mention d, occa- 
ſion'd the Diviſions of Reuben ſpoken of in this 
Paſſage of Deborah's Song, the brevity of that Hi- 
ſtory will not permit us certainly to reſolve; and 
therefore we muſt content our ſelves with ſuch Con- 


jectures as appear to have r ee e, 
1 ſhall therefore proceed, 


II. To confi der what is fi onify'd Fs the ent I 
Thoughts of Heart occaſion'd by this Diviſion, _ 
_ «We may be ſure all thoſe 1rarlites who had 2 
" ey Reliſh of Liberty, and a ſincere Love to their 
Religion, were not a little concern d at the Divi- 
ſions of Reuben, and that both before and after the 
Conqueſt of the Canaanitiſh Army: for the Origi- 
nal will equally bear che words to be render d, For 
the Diviſions of Reuben there Were, or there Are great 
"Thoughts of Heart. And tis not to be doubted that 
Deborah, who had nothing ſo much at heart as the 
en of all her People, was extremely 9 
n 'B 2 255 | 
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theſe Breaches, and very ſollicitous ot 


Fart Compaſſion with UTE Deborah laments 
their Divifions, ſince they had among 


leſs famous, for their rn and Wiſdom, than 


4 Thendfyining une M « 
65 of che evil Conſequences. which might attend 


ee 

means effectuall 8 to repair them. 
Tbe Greatneſ of her Conqueſt over 45 Won | 
of Canaan, cant make her fete the unreaſonable 


Factions of the Tribes of Iſrael, The Diviſions of 


Reuben ſeem to abate the Joy of Victory, and now 


and then force a Sigh from her, even in the midſt 


of her triumphant Song : For the Diviſions of Reu- 
ben there were great Thoughts of Heart ; and again, For 
the Diviſions of Reuben great Searchings of, Heart - 

Expreſſions which ſufficiently declare the Temper of 


_ generous Soul of that Mother in Iſrael, —_ | 


aud not think her ſelf happy in her Government, 
cl her Triumphs abroad were crown d with 
Union at home. 
Ehere is indeed a different turn given to theſe 


Words by Interpreters; ſome render them, In the 


Diviſions of Reuben were great Men, and wiſe in Heart, 
or of a reſolv/d Mind. So they ſeen to repreſent char 


em Men no 


for their Courage and Reſolution; and therefore as 
e of ſerving the Publick in Places of Truſt: 


and Honour as 3 reſt of the Tribes, if their 
a coud once be heal'd by a happy Coa- 
Others ae the — 2 Diyi- 


ſions 


% 


"x e Ae ae Me 1 Gro 
my Kart; that is, at the Diviſions which were 
_ » among the Nobles, the. Stareſmen, Magiſtrates, || | 
And the Heads of 'Familys, who made different 
Partys, and divided: ee Or, Fr ||| 
the Diviſions of Reuben the Great Men had Thoughts +|i| 
of Heut; and ſo the Text may repreſent the Ap- ||} 
plication of - Mind with which the Greateſt Men in 
Ifracl inquird into the true Cauſes of the Divi- 
ons of Reuben, when they perceiv'd the Dange ers 
likely to enlue upon em, and with which t 1 
conſulted a method of Union ſor rectifying the | | 
preſent Diſorders, and preventing future -MiC- F 
chief, not without the earneſt Recommendation, | 
and poſſibly the ſpecial Commiſſion: of this wife- * If 
and religious/Princeſs ;-who, by the Succeſs of her 
Arms, as well as by the Clemency and Moderation 
of her Government, was become equally the Io 
of her People and the Terror of her Enemys, and 
much more capable of diſpoſing the Minds of the | 
Iraelite to Union and a good Correſpoudence, chan = 
aà leſs Gracious and: Wiſe Governor coud be. — 110 
But ſeeing theſe Thoug hts of Heart, both of Des 4 
vorab and — Nobles of Thrarl or thoſe Reaſonings 
and Debates las ſome turn the word) that were 
among em, ſeem plainly to import the great Han- 
| 


4 
OS nn es ot... — 
2 N o 


ger they apprehended from, Diviſion, the good” 
Elo be e Ro alſo 


che 
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. ' ? F * 
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WL the great Diffiaultyof bringing it about; all which! 
mige well engage their Thoughts, and bauſe gteat 
Conſultations among em: I fhall conſider, 
7 1. T he Danger of the Diviſions of: Neben. Beg 

cheir Ugion with the reſt of the Tribes. And. 
238. The Difficulty of accompliſhing this Work. 
Which, as I ſaid before, might juſtly decaſion gteat . 
Thoughts of Heart in Deborah, in all the Men of Senſe 
and Probity under her Government, and particularly 
in the Great Men who were her chief Counſellors, 
and beſſ qualify d for the higheſt Employments in 
en, 5008 cor bDroRth 204+ 414 
- The firſt thing that falls under our Conſideration 
is the Danger of the Diviſions of Reuben; which 
will appear very Great, when we corſſider, that be- 
ſides the common Diſad vantages of Contention 
and Diviſion, by which Men of differing Partys 
ate deprivd of thoſe good Offices which theß 
mutually owe each other, nothing is more fre- 
quently to be obſerv'd, than that the Averſion 
- which ariſes from the Strife of contending Commu- 
nit ys is eaſily fomented and increas d; ſo thatthe 
Difficulty of extinguiſhing it grows in proportion 
to the time of its continuance. The Circumſtan- 
ces of Virael at this time render d the Danger ſo 
much the more terrible, in that the Tribes had been 
long groaning under Tyranny, and one 3 
E | = 


— mg nc + o * 


pita. wg 
„ 4*% 2 
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here thoughtiſhoud-bare leaf d fo much Modera- | 
tion and Prudente as to ſuſpend their leſſer Quar- | 


vels, at leaſt while they were Companions in Mi- 
ſery, and bowing under the Voke of a common 
Oppieſſor : chat chey ſhou d have ſacrific d their civil 


Controverſys to the publick Welfare, and united ; 9 


all their Forees to tecover their antient Liberty, 
and to ſecure to themſelves the free Exexciſe of their 
Religion. How great was the Riſque they ran on 
_this occaſion, who rather choſe to maintain their 
unreaſonable Diviſions, than with united Strengtb 
to attempt the ſtopping of that Inundation of Mi- 


ſery which threaten d em all with equal Ruin! The | 


Strength and Numbet of King Jabin s Army, who 

bad go Chatiets of Iron, ; when the Maslites were 
Aar ftom a good Poſture of Defence (ſince, by tbe 

Teſtimony of Debonab, a Shield or Spear were ſcaren 


ſeen among 40000 in Ifrael) ought to have excited Judg. g 


| theſe to Uganimity, as almoſt the only means leſt 
em to regain; their Liberty; and yet unhappily the 
Breach contigu'd during that hazardous Wat —_ 
Nor did the Danger vaniſh immediately after the 
Overthrow of the (anaanitiſi Forces; for it was 
not impoſſihle that the Tribes might uſe the ame 
Vigor in deſtroying each ether, which they had 
| e imploy d in vanguiſhing their Enemys; 
and Deborah might well foreſee that glorious Victory 
ſhe had obtain d, and che conſequent Time f 
ee R | Ne 
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1 a es this due View? 
wo di be ſo far from walking em ppy While their 
civil Broils coutinu d, that it migh rather give em 
Opportunity to each their Swords in · the Boes 
of eachletfler, if not time F ng 
| - prudckr Mcchod 16 renirs*em; © 19 T0970, 

And who can recountthe Miſerys that might have 
befallen Iſrael, if their Diuiſtons had continu'd and 
broke out 55 a Civil War? What a hindrance 
vou d this ha ve been to their Commetee? What a 

- Devaſtation muſt have enſu'd on their Frontiers: 
What a conſiderable patt of their Land muſt have 
lain uncultivated ? And what frequent Alarms on 
either ſide, what deſolating Excurſions; what Spoil 

and Ravage, what Cruelty and Slaushter wou d 

have been the Conſequence of the Continuance of 
this Diviſion, may be learn d from that dreadful 
= | Civil War hich hap ppen'd ac the Benjamites 
i ee. 20. and the reſt of the Iſraelites, by which a Tribe was 
= e likely to have been cut off rom Iſraei; and by 
N Wars between the Two and the Ten Tribes 


at ſeveral times, after the fatal Breach o ccaſi ond by Is: 


the Tyranny and Stupidity of Reboboam. | | 
That which made their divided State ahieaesn | 
yet greater Calamitys, was, that che Weakneſs of 
either Party woud prompt em to call in the Aid of 
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fo many Mea. of; Influence to be ſatisfy > 
popular Pretenſions to be anſwerd, ſo many Pre- 
cautions to he taken, ſo many Inconveniences to 
be prevented, and. ſo.many Nic cetys to hei adjuſtid, 
that to make a Hasen at this kind feaſible! at pre- 
ſent, and durable in time to come, a: Pringe had 
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On theſe Accounts the Divi one ef Reuben ſeem d 
to require the Counſel. of a ſe, and the 
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4 * Does of Englanit a3 Breltana. _ 
1 —— for the publick Welfare; het tender 
Cate of all che Tribes, as ſhe was their Governor 
_ andia Mother in Inas, made her reflect on their 
- Diſorders with e and euneſtiy defite 
nne. ET 2898 tags 
Tho the Enterprize b and diſfeule, and 
perhaps 3 yet the ſur- 
ng Succeſs of her Troops in 15 Fidld, and 
2 — Adminiſtration at es ; the Mildneſs 
of her Government, as well as the Terror of her 
Arms, might well give her hopes of ſucceeding. 
The Wiſdom and N ion of her Conduct to- 
wards all her People / when ſhe fat on the Throne 


of Judgment, and the Glorious Victorys ſhe ob- 
tain d in the Field of Battel, gave her the Hearts of 


2 che Vraelites, and made a Atuoien of the Tribes 


therim 


appear not practicable. Her great Viſ- 
dom cou d not fail to direct her to implay proper 
hands on ſo critical an occaſion, and her great Pi- 


9 to 
accompliſhmen 


implore the Blefling of Heaven' for 


t we fo juſt, 
fo charitable a Deſign; and the f of 2 Pro- 


pheteſs, and on ſuch an occaſion, was not nor! likely 
bo" wn a favourable Anſwer. 12587 
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2— we have no expreſs Account in the brief Hi- 
concerning her * Howeyer, this 
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126 A Thankſgiving ok nN. 1 
joyful Day gives us occaſion to celebrate the Sueceſ 
the Divine Providence has given the Qusen of Great 
Britain, in accompliſhing the Union of theſe T'wo 
Kingdoms, which if they had remain d divided, chiea 
= tend us with no leſs Dangers than thoſe: we have 
before enumerated ; and now they are united; give 
us a no leſs happy Proſpect than what we have 
been taking of the Union of the Tribes of ſſrael tho 
our Britiſh was in danger of being obſtructed by yet 
greater Difficultys than thoſe I have been reciting.” 
If we ſeriouſſy reflect on the critical Circumſtan- 
ces, wherein two different Nations in th& ſame 
Iſland muſt neceſſarily be, eſpecially if under two 
diſtinct Princes; how hard a matter it wouꝭd be 
to maintain a laſting Peace, and how eaſy to kindle 
Wars between em: If we conſider how certainly 
great Calamitys wou'd attend thoſe Wars, and how 
uncertain the Event of em wWou'd be; What Al- 
liances the weaker fide might be rempred to affect, 
and how fatal ſuch meaſures might prove to both 
Nations; we ſhall find we had lately no ſmall oc- 
caſion to apprehend that very ſad Conſequences 
-wou'd attend the Diviſion of England and Scotland, 
in caſe the latter ſhou'd chuſe a diſtin& Sovereign 
tf from the other, as they might have done after & 
By preſent Reign.) [fn 1 vide wool ng 
9 T The Hiſtory of the Wars in England during the 
BY Saxon Heptarchy, thoſe between the Houſes of 


_ | ——= * 
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Tk and Lancaſter, and thoſe between England and 
Scotland; all ſhew bow inconſiſtent it is with the 
Peace and Welfare of this Iſland to be divided in · 
to different Kingdoms ]?ĩêü 
Such a Divicon muſt needs have weakned the 
Proteſtant Intereſt both at Home and Abroad, 
and perhaps in time wou d have overthrown: the 
Succeſſion of Proteſtant Princes to both Nations; 
ſince nothing is more apparent than that inteſtine 
Quatrels might give opportunity to ſome foreign 
Power to introduce Slavery and Popery into the 
whole lands hot thts e a W 
Dor are the Advantages to be expected from this 
Union leſs obvious, than the Dangers we had to 
apprehend from the Continuance of Diviſion. 
Pho is it that ſees not how much it conduces to 
render Great Britain more conſiderable to its Allys, 
and more formidable to its Enemys ? that it tends 
to inſpite all of us, who love our Liberty and Re- 
ligion, with thoſe generous Principles of Charity 
and Moderation, by which the publick Peace and 
Safety is beſt ſecur d, and the _—_ of our Holy 
Religion beſt vindicated ? Her Majeſty and the 
Parliament of both Nations, by concurring in this 
Act of Union, have ſufficiently figoify'd to the 
World, that the different Sentiments of Proteſtants 
in Matters of Religion, ate very conſiſtent with 
their living peaceably together under the ſame Go- = 
AP 5 7 2 vernment, 
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What Advantages this Union gives us againſt 
both our inteſtine and foreign Enemys, tis eaſy to 
diſcern ; and we hope a little time will further ex- 
plain how much it will ſtrengthen the Hands, as 
well as chear the Hearts of the Reformd in other 

Parts of Europe: And who knows how much it 

may make way for the Re-eftabliſhment of the Re- 
formation in thoſe Countrys, from whence it has 
been extirpated by all the Methods of Treachery 
and Violence > By the ſwiſt and wonderful Progreſs. 
of her Majeſtys Arms A broad, and the ſpeedy ac- 
compliſhment of this Union at Home, the Provi- 
dence of God ſeems to indicate, that there is a 
| Harveſt of Glory ſtill behind, and yet greater 

Deeds are to adorn her Reign, as the Reward of 

her Piety and Moderation, and to encourage her 

Majeſty to imploy her Power and Intereſt for the 

Relief of thoſe oppreſs d People, who have been 

perſecuted with the leaſt colour of Reaſon, and 

with the utmoſt rigour in the World, | 

- But | will not undertake to enumerate all the 

good Conſequences to be hop'd from this Uni- 

on. If we have bur a Temper of Mind ſutable 

do ſo great'a Bleſſing, there is reaſon to hope thae 
che preſent and future Generations will call Her 

25 ͤ ̃ ũ D Woes Bleſſed, 


Bleſſed;; whoihas beenthe happy laſtrument of e.. 
feng it, and that amidſt: a thouſand Difficultys. 
What was endeavour d to no purpole in former 
Reigns, and ſo earneſtly recommended by the late 

King William of Glorious Memory without ef- 
fect, has been reſerwd for the preſent: The Diffi- 
. eultys attend ing this Great Work from the pri- 
vate Intereſts and Piques of Great Men, from the 
mixture of Religious and Civil Affairs, from the 
different Views and Prejudices of both Nations, 
and from the critical Circummſtances of their Trade, 
have been all ſurmounted, and that ja * ſhort 
ſpace of time, by the good Providence of that 
God (who alone can diſpoſe Men, under ſuch dif - 
ſerent Circumſtances, to be of one Mind) by the 
prudent Conduct of the Queen and her Councils, 
and the exact Management of her Commiſſioners. 
Thus while arbitrary Princes, who think to - 
make all things yield to their Pleaſure by Force 
and Violence; have often the Mortification of ſece- 
ing their beſt Meaſures broken, and their well - laid: 
Deſigns prove abortive; Thoſe who govern a. 
| Free and Generous-People, according to Juſt aud 
Equal Laws, have the ſatisfaction co find their good 
' Deſigns proſper, and ſurmount the greateſt Diffi · 
eultys, while they reiga in the Hearts of their Peo- 
ple, and in all their ways acknowledg;the Great GO Dy. 
both by their Prayers and Thankſgivings, that be 
may direct their Paths. "1, AS 
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Almighty, and as frequently call'd on her Feople to 


. Liberty: entirely ſecur'd; and its Peace reſtord; 
and the ſame Divine Hinds: that has ſucceeded her 
in uniting her Proteſtant Subjects at Home, make 


Reform d Religion Abrodd 


5 bleſs the. Lord with all our Souls, 
45s within 'us bleſs his Holy N for the Union of 


— 3 — — _ 
* 


cys 2s thoſe we now enjoy, and provoke him to 
puniſh us after ſo terrible a manner: How much is 


1 S r 
As the Queen 1 (the s 


join with her in the ſame. devour Exerciſes ; 

has on many occaſions granted ber Heb Herz De- 

fre, and not withholden be Requeſt of her Li. 
May the ſame good Providence, that has given 


Her the chief Honour of breaking the Chains of 


Europe, give her alſo the ſatisfaction of ſeeing its 


her the Glorious Inſtrument of ing: the 


And now what remains, but that we ſhou'd 


and with all that 


England and Scotland; for the pay. he has here- 


: by given us from te Dangers we feard, for the 


. hopeful Proſpe&t of the good Conlequences / on” - 
Have in View, and which will certainly arrive, if our 


Sins prevent. not, by provoking the Almighty-to 
- mingle a perverſe Spirit among us: for our De- 


ſtruction after all this may be from our ſelves, or 
we. may be all together given up into the hands of 5 


our foreign Enemys. 
God forbid that we ſhou'd abuſe 1 great "RY 


it 
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4 


. 60 be wilh'd Wee webe er of. out 
Minds; and Purity of our Lives may recommend 
"the. Holy Religion we proſeſs? How much better 
is id to imitate the generous aud Chriſtian Example 
of that Princeſs, who has ſo: often recommended 
Lale from the Throne, and à greater Pat- 

tern than Her's, Even that af- our bleſſed Savi- ©} 
our himſelf, who when be was revild | revitd me 
Again; than to write after the Copy of thoſe angry 
Men, bo even at this happy. Conjunctute,-which 9 
ought to have inſpir'd\ em withia Diſpoſition f 
Unity and Concord, haye not fear'd: to tranſgreſß 
the — of. Decency and Juſtice, in traducing 
the Names of their Brethren to foreign Proteſtanis ? 
Let us be as far from following their Ma Kims, 
as from imitating their Manners; and conſute their 
— Gunny by a 5 Converſation, that our 
aun Conſciences may not reproach us as long as ue li ve: Job 27.0. 
ſo ſhall their ill- contriv d Slanders, in a. little time, 
be no more credited Abroad, an W are regarded 
at Home. 
| It becomes us We to-mourn over the Diviſions 
and Confuſions that are in the World, whereby ſo 
many of our Fellow-Creatures are made ev Oe 
| eſpecially to deplore the Diviſions among thoſe of 
the Reform d Relig ion; and each of us, in out 
ſeveral Stations, to ſtudy the things that may nale for ; 
* and wa ee e edify one another. 
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1 dss be by cheir Duty and lũtereſt : 
aly confirm'd on Earth, may be ra 1 


Mia bee fo 


' Wa . vify'd in Heaven / and that what Gad bas join'd 
| WE l together, no Man may put aſunder; That tits 
1 may be like that of Nu and "Heart, predictet{by _. 
1 pak 7 ae Thus faith the Lord, "Behold ef wi He 
i Children of Ifrael from the Haze whithay they 
- gre gone, and will gather them on cyery ff ud 
| bein them eee clan Au I will mate "em 
7 ove Natiovin the; Landy, ufow.4þt Koreans of Ira x 
| and one King ſhall dg ththem-all x andi bey 
no more two Nations, 2 fall they be div 
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